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high psychological value of Dr. Martineau's elaborate analysis of human springs 
of action. It is the opinion of the present writer that the metaphysical and 
ethical ideas set forth in these eloquent volumes will amply repay, careful read- 
ing, and that the arguments by which they are supported must be fairly reck- 
oned with in all future attempts to give a satisfactory rationale of man's moral 
consciousness. C. B. Upton. 

Ein Lebensbund. Erzahlung aus der Zukunft. Von Julius Baumann. Frank- 
furt a. M. : Koenitzer's Verlag, 1891. Pp. 112. Octavo. 
The author of this tale — well known and esteemed as a professor of many 
years' standing at the University of G5ttingen and as an able philosophical 
writer — has produced a story in which philosophical reflection and theory over- 
shadow the narrative ; a fact which justifies us in discussing his work here. 
Indeed, the story as such does not in the leasj lay claim to any independent 
artistic value ; it merely serves to bring about certain situations which permit 
the author to express his thoughts in a more varied and attractive way than 
would be possible in a purely theoretical treatise. For still another reason the 
work comes within the province of this Journal. The author wishes to sketch 
the outlines of his philosophical system, not as a purely personal and individual 
view, but as a result of the modern method of scientific thought. But is science 
the only controlling element in our lives ? This question must be answered in 
the negative, for our age is everywhere deeply engrossed in a dualism of the 
scientific and the religious world of thought. Both have naturally arisen in 
the cause of civilization ; both stand to-day sharply opposed to each other on ac- 
count of their many irreconcilable claims. The religious world has its organi- 
zation in its ecclesiastical fellowship ; nor does science, for her own purposes, 
lack corporate union ; but so far it has done little for the cultivation of higher 
ideal interests, for a common spiritual and moral elevation. The thought of 
pursuing knowledge, not merely as an end in itself or for purely practical pur- 
poses, but to make it the foundation of our entire view of life, still seems strange 
in many ways even to the civilized nations. Religion still occupies the position 
that should be held by a popular philosophy. As a system of metaphysics for 
the people, religion is everywhere found at the side of science, but in a way 
and with the help of formulas which, emanating from a non-scientific view of 
the world, unavoidably clash with our scientific habits of thought. Up to a cer- 
tain degree this condition exists and may be felt everywhere ; but it is much 
less natural in a country like the United States, where the Constitution places 
no obstacles in the way of the complete individualization of religious creeds, 
than it is in Germany, where the ruling hierarchy, by means of outward pressure, 
keeps the best mental energy of the nation within the bounds of traditional and 
antiquated creeds. These conditions must be kept in view in order properly to 
appreciate the real purpose of the author. The " League of Life" {Lebensbund) , 
which he undertakes to describe, is the model of a free society, which shapes 
its life and the education of its offspring in an ideal form, not upon a founda- 
tion of historical belief, but upon one of living knowledge. Science is con- 
stantly being reproached with the fact that it brings the thought of man to no 
conclusion, and offers no goal to his life. Baumann endeavors to show here that 
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this poverty is merely imaginary ; that the scientific world, if we properly utilize 
it, contains just as full powers of consolation and of elevation as does the re- 
ligious. He shows us the spiritual material with which such a society, established 
upon purely rational thought, would need to work, and at the same time shows 
how it is to be applied to the different circumstances of life in which, under present 
conditions, the priest takes the place of a speaker. With this in view, he gives us 
extracts from religious discourses given before the league, — from funeral sermons, 
initiatory addresses, marriage discourses ; he gives examples of the devotional 
services of the league; he develops its theoretical starting-points, the funda- 
mental ideas of its morality, its relation to religion and the state. Baumann's 
" League of Life" is nothing else than a picture of an ethical society whose 
tendencies are not confined to merely practical morality, but whose members are 
at the same time joined by a common theoretical view of the world. And such 
a community of thought, which naturally must not become petrified dogma, but 
must leave plenty of room for individual freedom, seems to me also the absolute 
condition for the existence of such unions, as well as a necessary result of them. 
For this reason we recommend this suggestive work to the attention of the 
leaders and members of existing ethical societies. 

Fr. Jcjdl. 
Prague. 
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CORRECTION. 



In the translation of. Professor Gizycki's review of Dr. Martin Keibel's work 
entitled " Die Religion und ihr Recht gegenflber dem modernen Moralismus" 
(July number), the expression which occurs several times, viz., "supernatural," 
should have been " extra-human," Dr. Keibel's point being that the source of 
religion is extra-human (aussermenschlicK), but not supernatural (ubernatiir- 
lich). We make this correction at the request of Dr. Keibel, with the full 
consent of the reviewer and translator. 



